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‘We Are With You’, annual charity event of
EESoc for was held on 11th of July 2014 in
university premises with the participation
of more than 100 students of School for the
Deaf , Rathmalana with a carnival theme.
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GOING DOWN OF 09’ BATCH
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GM OF CEB FOR AN EESOC GUEST LECTURE
Eng. W.J.L.S. Fernando, the General
Manager of Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB)
visited the Department of Electrical
Engineering on 7th of August 2014. He had a
discussion with the academic staff of the
department and delivered a guest lecture
for the undergraduates during the visit.
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09’ batch of Department of Electrical
Engineering organized a farewell party on
27th of March 2014 at the department to
pay their gratitude to the academic staff.
- Page 2
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A TRIBUTE TO THE PILLARS
OF SUCCESS FROM EE ‘09
The 2009 batch of University of Moratuwa recently bid farewell to
their university life, bundling up memories for the rest of the life to live on.
When it comes to the Department of Electrical Engineering, the students
have always been able to maintain cordial relationship with the academic
staff which is one of the success factors of their university education.
The EE’09 batch organized a farewell event to pay their gratitude to
the academic staff of the Electrical Engineering Department on 27 th March,

TALKING WITH THE WORLD
WITHOUT WORDS
Arrangements were made to
launch the annual charity program ‘We
Are With You’ for the year 2014. The
program is committed for the students
who are from the School for the Deaf,
Ratmalana. Their main medium of
communication

is

sign

language.

Therefore with the intention of making

2014 at the department premises. The Head of the Department, the lecturers

the charity event more effective and to

and the non-academic staff members were present at the occasion. Adding

make it a change in enabling them freely

colour to the event, it was organized under the theme ‘Thoviliya’ and was

express

equally enjoyed by the gathering. Fun activities held with the participation of

indigenous language with us; a work

both academic staff members and students were indeed everlasting

shop on sign language was arranged by

moments to cherish.

EESoc on the 7th of July before launching

The tokens of appreciation were presented to all the lecturers of the

their

ideas

using

their

‘We Are With You 2014’. A special

department to mark the day. Head of the Department, Prof. Prinath Dias and

thanks goes to

Prof. Karunadasa addressed the gathering wishing a bright future to the

conducted the workshop dedicating his

Dr. A.M.H.S. Abeypassing out graduates and were also thankful for organizing such an
koon
to match up to the
unforgettable event. The few hours
of thiselevated
event may never
service rendered by the university
these students,
but spending the last
thetograde
of Senior
few hours of their university life with the people who made it worth
Member of the IEEE
accounted for the best memory of their eternal bond.

According to their final results of the degree course, 11 students
have got first classes. Out of them Mr. M.I. Sampath has gained the highest
GPA of 3.93. EESoc would like to congratulate him for his outstanding
performance and wish him a rewarding career. Overall distribution of classes
of the Electrical Engineering undergraduates is as follows.

Mr. Christopher who

valuable time. Success of this workshop
led to elimination of the difficulties to a
great extent in communicating with the
students from School for the Deaf on the
day of the event. The Final year room
was full of undergraduates who were
willing to

learn sign language. It was a

great experience to be a part of their
world and to fill their tender hearts with
love and happiness.
By Lahiru Sasintha

Result

Number of Students

First Class

11

Second Class (Upper Division)

44

Second Class (Lower Division)

09

Ordinary Pass

03
By Guvanthi Abeysinghe
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SPOTLIGHT
WE ARE WITH YOU - its Carnival time
We are with you is an annual charity program for the
students of the School for the Deaf, Rathmalana, organized
by EESoc. It is a big event marked on EESoc calendar carried
out with a lot of enthusiasm. The undergraduates impatiently
await this event as it is a day of much amusement. The event
for this year was held in university grounds on 11th July
2014.

The students of School for the Deaf eagerly anticipate this event since it is a day they can thoroughly enjoy.
EESoc had a surprise arranged this year with all the undergraduates of Electrical Engineering department. The agenda
slightly deviated from previous years and it was a novel experience for both students of the department and students of
the School for the Deaf.

The ‘face paint booth’ was the most sought after
with no doubt. Almost everyone transformed into their
favorite cartoon character and came out of the face paint
booth. There were three other guests whom everyone
wanted a photo taken with. It wouldn’t be an overstatement
to say that Pink Panther, Asterix and Obelix were the stars of
the event. The darts game, treasure hunt, the puzzle game,
bouncing castle, Origami, Photo booth, treasure Dig and
bowling game caught much enthusiasm from the students of
the School for the Deaf. The pony ride was the most popular
among young boys.

The netball match for the girls and the cricket match
for the boys were held consecutively and it was a nice scene
The drama performance and the quiz round was to see where both students from School for the Deaf and
followed by a dance performance by the students of the electrical engineering undergraduates having a nice time
School for the Deaf. They entertained the audience with a doing sports.
dance performance which for a moment made us question
When dusk settled in everyone headed towards the
whether they were really differently abled than the rest of us.
old gym where the arts exhibition was being held. ‘We Are
After the refreshments was the time for the surprises.
With You’ event came to an end after the distribution of gifts
At the entrance to the ground was a huge balloon to the winners of the arts exhibition and some donations for
arc and the festive atmosphere got into everyone once they the school. The students had to go back when the night
passed through it into the grounds. The university ground settled in but not before some fun on the dance floor.
was converted into a miniature carnival that evening. Everyone had a joyous time under the disco lights.
Number of booths were scattered on the ground for various
Continued to page 4...
games.
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…...Continued from page 3
This is a good opportunity to say that sign language
Workshop held shortly before the event indeed helped undergraduates get along and connect with the

students. And

it was because of that many were brought to tears by the
speech made by a student of the school of deaf. Students of
the Department could understand what she was conveying
from her expressions and hand signals, regardless the
translation in words. She made it a point saying it was one of
the most awaited days of their school calendar and she was
looking forward for the next WAWY. What differences lay

By Ravindi Ranasinghe

between the undergraduates when both of undergraduates
and

students of the School for the Deaf could feel the same

way about a day that was well spent.

GUEST LECTURE ON 'ASSISTANCE FOR
REDEVELOPMENT'
The first Guest lecture of this year mainly focuses
on development process in South Asian countries. Dr.
Priyantha Wijayatunga, Principle Energy Specialist, Asian
Development Bank who graduated with Bsc.Eng.Hons in
Electrical Engineering from University of Moratuwa &
received PhD (Power System Economics) from the Imperial
College, London delivered the lecture and enhanced the
knowledge about main concepts about redevelopment
process.
This seminar intended to brief some of major concepts of
redevelopment which are very much applicable for South
Asian countries. Nowadays redevelopment process gaining
importance in Sri Lanka and all other South Asian
countries. Most of the Asian countries fall in to the
category of developing countries. Dr. Wijayatunga
emphasized that Sri Lanka should drive towards the proper
way of redevelopment.

PIC WORKSHOP
The PIC Workshop organized by EESoc of University
of Moratuwa was a very helpful program for us, the
undergraduates who did not have a proper knowledge
about Programmable IC & how to program it. Most of the
participants didn’t know what kind of software were used
for this kind of task & advantage of using them. Therefore
PIC workshop was a very helpful programme for their future
projects. The fullest support of committee members of
EESoc to the participants in their difficulties was admirable.
Mr. Nishal Dayarathne and Mr. Viraj Muthugala provided
most of the practical knowledge and the key things to know
before beginning to work with their own PIC Programing
projects. Participants could gain a lot of knowledge on
Micro controller programing, circuit designing & simulating.
Workshop was very useful to learn about PIC programming
software effectively & efficiently. Everyone had developed
their interest & desire to learn further more about PIC
programming through this workshop.

By Nelushan Palayangoda
By Kosala Munasinghe
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Guest Lecture: 'Beyond Theories; Become a better suited
Electrical Engineer to the Industry' - GM of CEB
The

important

guest

lecture

organized

by ture Mr. Fernando did not forget to wish a bright future for

Electrical Engineering Society (EESoc) was held successfully the participants. General Manager of CEB Mr. W.J.L.S. Feron 7th of August 2014 at EE seminar room with the nando was given a token of appreciation by EESoc for his conparticipation of more than 130 undergraduates. It was tribution to the success of this event.
conducted by the General Manager of Ceylon Electricity
Board (CEB), Mr. W.J.L.S. Fernando who graduated with

By Kasun Kodithuwakku

BSc.Eng.Hons in Electrical Engineering from University of
Moratuwa in 1978. The intention of this guest lecture was to
give a brief idea about electrical engineering industry and
what they expect from undergraduates as a fresher to the
industry. Mr. Fernando expressed his views about the role of
an engineer in the society and explained the image of an engineer. Also in his speech Mr. Fernando mentioned about the
social pressure that engineers have and what the society expects and not expects from them. Most importantly Mr. Fernando advised the students to give priority for duty when
they start work in the industry. He encouraged the undergraduates to learn basics of the engineering field which will
help them to a successful career path. At the end of the lec-

Guest Lecture : 'Design of LV Electrical Installations for
Potentially Explosive Atmospheres'
A guest lecture on “The Design of Low Voltage
Electrical
Installations
for
Potentially
Explosive
Atmospheres” was delivered by CEng. L.H. Fernando, the
Manager, Engineering services department, Rotax Limited, on
28th August 2014 . The guest Lecture was organized by
Electrical Engineering Society of university of Moratuwa.
During his lecture he gave a brief introduction to the
“IEE regulations” the requirements for a standard installation.
He pointed out how important that is to consider the balance
between the cost and the degree of safety of an installation.
He explained how to classify an area to ignition zones before
putting up the installation, examples for ignition sources and
their respective ignition temperatures. Furthermore he
mentioned how to choose the correct equipment for
installation in hazardous environments. Before concluding
his speech he briefed how the documentation for a site
installation has to be done. The lecture was very useful as the
topic is sensitive to academic studies of the undergraduates.

By Fayaz Ahamad
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IN RETROSPECT
The Electrical Engineering Society of University of
Moratuwa, known to you as EESoc had its initiation in 1993.
Since then, EESoc has truly come a long way through
numerous ups and downs passing its 21st year of excellence in
2014. To reach this status today, EESoc must have had a
strong foundation beneath its great walls. With the
previous EESoc newsletter, the first president of EESoc, Prof.
J.R. Lucas revealed it all about his early days. This time, EESoc
newsletter brings you a retrospection of one of its first Vice
Presidents…

team for the Inter university games in 1995. We were the
champions of both.
Q: You did Masters in Business Administration even before
your MSc. What was the reason for that?
A: Soon after graduating from University of Moratuwa I
worked at Cruickshank & Partners, a company of Balfour
Beatty group. There I happened to work in a complex system,
where costing and financial analysis were highly required. So
I felt the need of spanning my knowledge in business
administration too… Anyway, now you all have enough
resources to span your knowledge on various fields during
your university life, even before you feel its need at the
industry.
Q: So, you did your MSc later on?
A: Yes, I did my MSc in Electricity Industry Regulation and
Restructuring at University of New South Wales in 20012002. When I was finishing my MSc, unknowingly discussions
were going on to establish PUCSL. I came to Sri Lanka to take
part in writing the Electricity Reforms Act and found my way
here. Actually it took me six years after graduation to gather
the necessary knowledge. But like I said, now you have
sufficient facilities to grab this knowledge sooner.
Q: Okay sir. So you were one of the first Vice Presidents of
EESoc. Please tell us how this society was established.
Whose idea was it?

Mr. Damitha Kumarasighe, an old Anandian
graduated from the University of Moratuwa as an Electrical
Engineer in 1996. At present he serves as the Director General
of Public Utilities Commission Sri Lanka and has been actively
involved in developing the regulatory frameworks for the
infrastructure industries during last decade.Further, he is a
Director Board Member of Sri Lanka Sustainable Energy
Authority, Sri Lanka Handicraft Board (Laksala) and
Condominium Management Authority of Sri Lanka.
What follows is an interview conducted by EESoc in
retrospection of his early days….

A: EESoc was initiated in 1993. There wasn’t any society of
this sort at that time formed by any department in the
University and Prof. J.R. Lucas had the idea that Department
of Electrical Engineering should take the initiatives in this
regard. So after few discussions that we had with Prof. Lucas,
EESoc came into function with the objective of building up a
relationship between the electrical engineering undergrads
and the industry such that both parties are equally benefited.
So Prof. Lucas became the first President, me along with Mr.
Dhammika Nanayakkara(CTO of LTL Holdings) were the Vice
Presidents and Dr. Narendra De Silva (Head of Engineering,
LECO), who was one batch senior to me the Secretary. Even
the name of the society was proposed by Prof. Lucas as
‘EESoc’.

Q: Small step for a start, but we think EESoc has reached to
Q: Good Evening sir, let’s begin the conversation going back great heights now. What were the events you did at that
time?
to the days of your University life…
A: I did my Advanced Levels in 1989,but entered the University of Moratuwa in 1992, after about 1 ½ years time lag
because of the riots in the country during that time. After the
first year at the University, I selected electrical engineering as
my field of specialization.
Q: Didn’t you do any sport at the time?
A: Of Course I did… I played Cricket for the 4th Sri Lanka
University Games (SLUG) in 1992 and I captained the Cricket

A: Actually during our days we could manage to do only few
events by raising some funds: a sports festival and a get
together. Those were held within the University premises
itself. We printed souvenirs too. We had several discussion
rounds with the industry too, but they were really in a small
scale. But we ensured the participation of industry in all
those events.
Continued to page 7...
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…...Continued from page 3
Q: How about the support extended by the department
staff members, fellow batch mates and the industry?
A: Since this was the first society established by a department
within the university, everybody was so enthusiastic towards
this. We did not have great numbers in participation, even in
our batch there were only 40 students, but all contributed
within their maximum capabilities. So was the department
staff.
Even in the industry we had a limited network, with few
organizations like CEB, LECO, LTL etc. and they were mostly
the past graduates of our University. But they took part in all
our events and gave their fullest support.
Q: Looking at EESoc today, what’s your opinion on its
performance?
A: Like I said, the main objective of establishing EESoc was to
bridge the gap between the University and the industry. Yes,
it was little bit of a dream during our days, but we thought it
will be a good investment for the future although we were
unable to reach to that during the two three years which we
were at the university. What we could do was only a few
events during the start, with the minimum facilities we had at
that time. But now EESoc has grown bigger, it has been
progressed as we expected and we are happy for that today.
Q: What was the impact of EESoc related work after leaving
the University?
A: Actually it was a big advantage to us. Those days we were
not exposed to the society as you do now, we had neither
internet nor email. So EESoc gave us the opportunity for
social gatherings with the people of other dignitaries.
Q: What improvements do you suggest for the future of
EESoc ?
A: Well… As I told you earlier, we started EESoc with the main
intention of bridging the gap between the industry and the
University. But, still the relationship between these two is not
up to the level we expected. I’m saying so because; does the

University do enough research for the industry? Does the
industry communicate their issues to the University and seek
for solutions? My suggestion is that EESoc can act as a
mediator between these two parties, and you being in this
flow will be highly benefited. For an example, your final year
projects can be made use to bring solutions to industrial
issues.
Yes, You have improved the events adding such glamour, but
what I suggest is an expansion in that concept. Events are a
good opportunity for you as a social gathering to initiate a
relationship with the industry, but try to maintain it in long
term.
On the other hand, why not expand your network
internationally? Try to communicate with this sort of
societies based on international universities too…
I expect you to initiate this at least for the betterment of the
future crop.
Q: Thank You for your advices sir. We’ll make sure EESoc is
in the right track. Talking on behalf of the engineering
graduates passing out from the University, we sense like
they have a difficulty in adapting to the industry due to
some reason. What’s your take on this?
A: If there’s a difficulty in adapting to the industry that is not
because of any problem with their technical knowledge, but
with the exposure. From the University you step into industry
where the whole environment, its systems, people are highly
diversified. But if you have had exposed to that culture
before hand, it will smoothen the transition from University
to the industry. That’s where EESoc should come into play…
In spite you also need to expand your knowledge boundaries.
Since you have to interact with different social groups in the
industry, it is better to impart your knowledge on other
disciplines like economics, finance, law, HRM etc. So, what
EESoc can do in this regard is to disseminate knowledge and
share experiences through forums and discussions with
people of different caliber from the industry.

EE Night
Batch Night of the Department of Electrical
Engineering was held in a grand way on 3rd of July 2014 at
Dampe Village Hotel from 6.30 p.m. onwards. The event was
organized by the Level 4 students of the department, along
with their Mentoring Closing Ceremony with the
participation of academic staff, Last year mentors and Level 4
and Level 3 students. At the first half of the event, Last year
mentors were praised and awarded by the Level 4 students
for completing their mentoring sessions successfully. After
that the batch night was started with “Egyptian” theme.
Funny drama by Level 3 students, Award Ceremony, DJ
entertainment and many more fun sessions were there for
the entertainment of the staff and the students.
By Geethadhara Gunarathne

Interviewed & Prepared By : Charithri Yapa
Guvanthi Abeysinghe
Nelushan Palayangoda
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